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Stewart Goodings, 
Acting Executive Director 


CYC. 
review 


An introduction 


The purpose of the CYC Review is to keep Canadians better informed 
about the work of the Company of Young Canadians. Following this initial 
edition, it will be published three times a year, and will contain news of 
projects and volunteers, financial information, and features on social and 
community problems found in the Canada of today. 


We hope, quite frankly, that The CYC Review will interest more 
people in the Company’s field work and gain understanding. We also hope it will 
help to reduce comment based on inadequate information concerning CYC phil- 
osophy and activity. Criticism is inevitable in our kind of work. We expect it, 
and can even benefit from it. But we hope it will be directed towards our com- 
munity action programs and not based on conjecture, rumour and false informa- 
tion. 


The Company is currently undergoing many changes in administration, 
program development, project evaluation, selection, training, and recruitment of 
volunteers. These changes, many of which are being implemented at this time, we 
are convinced will make the Company more efficient, and more competent to 
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engage in community development work. After two years in the field, the Com- 
pany is ready to profit from its successes and learn from its mistakes. 


Interest in the Company remains high. Last month we received 220 
enquiries and applications at the Ottawa Office. Clearly there is a desire on the 
part of young people in Canada to participate in community action programs. 
The interest in the Company is only one indication of this fact. Just as significant 
is the development and growth of similar programs — Summer of Service, the 
Alberta Service Corps, Canadian University Service Overseas, Operation Beaver, 
Frontier College, and Crossroads Africa. Voluntary service is not a passing fad. 
It is daily being proven an effective resource in social and community develop- 
ment. One of our concerns in CYC Review will be to highlight the strengths 
and weaknesses of voluntary service and to suggest ways in which volunteers can 
be more usefully employed to help tackle problems of poverty, discrimination, 
and injustice. 


To those who doubt the need for immediate and decisive action in 
these areas, the fifth annual report of the Economic Council of Canada is an 
eloquent rebuttal. The CYC response to poverty in all its forms — this “national 
disgrace’’ — must of necessity be modest. Our budget of $1.9 million does not 
permit us to send as many volunteers as we would like to the many communities 
which have invited them. The need nevertheless is there. Despite our handicaps, 
the CYC will continue to seek innovative and productive ways of combatting 
poverty, whether it be economic, social, political or cultural in origin. In the 
next year, we will be particularly anxious to talk about program co-operation 
with other agencies already involved in social development work. While it will be 
difficult to begin any new projects in the next twelve months, due to our limited 
budget, we want to study the possibilities for future collaboration with other 
agencies. 


It is easier to say we are going to do certain things than to do them. 
In the past the Company has been often guilty of powerful rhetoric and weak 
reality. Our task now is to strengthen our work, and to concentrate on action. 
CYC Review will be a regular check on how well we do. 
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the end of our 


young, 


by Bernie Muzeen 


| first heard of the Company of 
Young Canadians in 1965 when the 
Speech from the Throne was read. The 
ideals of the CYC expressed in that 
speech appealed to me — the concern for 
the real social issues of a community 
and the freedom to work without the 
limitations of a small welfare agency. | 
applied to the Company and was invited 
to Antigonish, Nova Scotia, for the 
first training program. 


My previous experience — an engineer, 
a youth worker, and Boy Scout leader 
in Oshawa, Ontario, hadn’t prepared me 
for Antigonish. Much has been said 
about that first training program, most 
of it negative. | would agree that it 
certainly was anti-society and that most 
volunteers left hoping to create some 
sort of minor social revolution. But this 
unrealistic, even destructive attitude was 
balanced for me by the practical les- 
sons taught. How to enter a community, 
how to work with others, how to plan — 
all these stayed with me for a long 
time. 


After Antigonish | was posted to 
Calgary, or more precisely Victoria Park, 
an eight-by-ten block area in the heart 
of the city where eleven languages are 
spoken. Victoria Park was a slum in 
Calgary terms, but in Toronto it would 
be regarded as reasonably well-kept 
lower-income area. 


...1 was forced to 
face realities about people 


| was incredibly naive about the area 
and what | was supposed to be doing 
there. The thought that | was there to 
save these people from God knows what 
was so romantic and chivalrous that | 
couldn't imagine being welcomed by 
anything less than open arms. | learned. 


My first step was to contact local 
people and gain their trust. Any notions 
| had about saving these people were 
quickly dispelled. First of all, they 
didn’t seem to be in that much despair 
and secondly, they were highly suspi- 
cious of me, | naturally assumed that 
the oppressed are not quite so nice to 
meet as the oppressors, and that living a 
difficult life does not make a person 
any more pleasant. 


This suspicion lasted fot three-and-a- 
half months and my frustration kept 
growing. Several times | wrote my 
resignation, but it was never mailed. | 
had never imagined that social change 
would be boring, but boring it was. | 
was knocking on doors, talking to peo- 
ple on their way to work and school, 
attending meetings and bingo games. | 
had talked to and visited more than 
1,000 people and felt no sense of 
accomplishment. 


Gradually, however, | became known 
and the suspicion turned to recognition, 
although not acceptance. 
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Late in 1966 a crisis hit Victoria 
Park. The Calgary Exhibition and Stam- 
pede announced plans for a $20 million 
expansion that involved the expropria- 
tion of Victoria Park. A small residents 
committee was formed and sent a letter 
to the mayor protesting the action. | 
had been working with gangs and youth 
groups in the area and using that as a 
pretext went to a home where a com- 
mittee member lived. | asked to see her 
son. He wasn’t home, but | was invited 
in and soon we were talking about 
expropriation. | was invited to work as a 
resource person with the committee. | 
became actively involved with the com- 
mittee and its goal, which was “‘improve 
don’t remove”. 


In May 1967, the committee won a 
reprieve when the provincial government 
refused to go along with expropriation 
plans. The credit for this must go to the 
committee. Those people wrote a sophis- 
ticated brief and applied what political 
pressure they could on the provincial 
government. To further prove that the 
members knew how to play the game, 
the committee helped write a city by-law 
that ensured there could never be expro- 
priation in Victoria Park. 


More recently, the Calgary Exhibition 
and Stampede Board announced further 
plans for expansion. It is interesting to 
note that the Board said plans would be 
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The success he enjoyed in the 

community is attested by the fact that 

he was named citizen of the week in 
Calgary and presented with a special plaque. 


done in conjuction and co-operation with 
the people of Victoria Park. 


During the struggle to prevent expro- 
priation, all was not sweetness and light 
between the community and me. Several 
persons on the residents committee made 
their dislike for me known, and another 
agency in the area at times went out of 
its way to make things difficult. All of 
these things had a tremendous effect on 
me. | seemed to fluctuate between 
heights of joy and periods of deep depres- 
sion. The fact that Ottawa at the time 
was supplying little, or no help didn’t 
help matters. In many ways, | felt that 
nobody cared a damn if | was successful 
or failed. | needed that re-assurance. The 
arrival of a CYC staff person in Calgary, 
Elaine Husband, was a tremendous boost 
to me. 


In my last year in Calgary | still 
worked with the committee, but spent as Victoria Park 
much time as possible with the youth Calgary, Albe. 
and with the local nursery school. It was 
more relaxed year than the first and at 
times | hated the thought of leaving the 
area. But | guess | had done my job pro- 
perly, for leaders had developed in the 
community and the community was now 
able to take care of its own problems. 
It was also difficult to leave after strug- 
gling so long for recognition. 


The CYC was good for me. | was 
forced to face realities about Canadian 
people and as importantly to face, my- 
self. | was subjected to hatred and mali- 
cious gossip on one hand. On the other, 
| found friends that | hope | shall never 
lose. | learned to accept people for what 
they are, not what | expected them to be. 
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in New Waterford... 
a community potential, 


long dormant, 


is being unleashed 
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New Waterford, Cape Breton Island, 
is the location of the Company’s newest 
project. 


This profile covers our involvement 
there. 


New Waterford, is a small coal mining 
town on Cape Breton Island, Nova 
Scotia. There was a time there when all 
a man needed to make his living was a 
strong back. But this time has run out. 


For some time the 10,000 inhabitants 
of New Waterford have been ignoring the 
changes in their way of life. Of the five 
mines opened in 1908, only one remains. 
Young people have left. Roads, sewerage 
systems and other municipal works have 
fallen apart. Many of the citizens and 
their elected officials have been apathetic 
to the changes which, slowly but surely, 
have been advancing on the community. 


Bert Deveaux, a staff member of the 
Company of Young Canadians, has been 
working in New Waterford and the sur- 
rounding area for nine months now. With 
Patricia Paul and David Henry, as Com- 
pany volunteers, he has established a 
CYC project in New Waterford. 


While studying the area as a possible 
site for a project, Bert talked with var- 
ious town councils and agencies as well 
as with the people of the Island. He 
found that there were a lot of people 
who wanted to get involved. “I made it 
clear,” he says, “that CYC volunteers 


are not tised as cheap labour and that the 
scope of our activities are dictated by the 
community in which we serve. We were 
to be responsible to the people with 
whom we were working.” With that set- 
tled, New Waterford’s Mayor Nathanson 
officially invited the CYC to the com- 
munity. ““The Company should be in- 
vited to enter an area, not barge in on its 
own” Bert says. 


Today, Volunteer David Henry works 
with young people — especially the drop- 
outs. Often, these are not high school 

_drop-outs, but grade school drop-outs. 
“The kids with very little formal edu- 
cation used to go to work in the pits. 
This is no longer possible”, he says. 


Most drop-outs live a transient life — 
a’few months in big cities like Toronto 
or Montreal, returning home, travelling 
back to Toronto or Montreal again. Their 
mobility, coupled with their lack of edu- 
cation and seeming acceptance of the 
situation, makes these young drop-outs 
a difficult group with which to work. 
David realizes this. ‘“There is an ethic of 
hardness that needs initial contact to 


crack. My objective at the moment is to 
find out what really bugs them. Then 
they may get together and talk about 
their problems,” he says. 


David is using a non-directive ap- 
proach in his work. He does not present 
himself as a social worker or a commu- 
nity development worker. His activities 
and conversations are guided by the 
people he meets. He is a sounding board 
for their ideas and feelings. He spends 
most of his time listening and offering 
encouragement. 

During his time in New Waterford, a 
young people's group has been organized 
and clean-ups, weiner roasts, camping 
trips and coffeeshop sessions are now 
part of the New Waterford scene. 


Volunteer Patricia Paul, a petite bru- 
nette from Montreal, tackled a different 
aspect of life in New Waterford. Pollu- 
tion of the Barachoisis Harbour was the 
complaint she heard most when she vi- 
sited homes in the community. 


In 1965 Barachoisis was made a shelt- 
ered harbour for 10 or 12 fishing boats 
by the construction of breakwaters. It is 
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also the sewage disposal area for the 
town. “Old timers constantly recall the 
time when the Barachoisis was a favour- 
ite beach and picnic area,” Patricia says. 
She thinks that the people have good 
reasons for complaining. 


Not only is the smell unpleasant and 
the area a health hazard, but the wastes 
are filling the harbour with silt, making 
anchorage difficult. It is also a great waste 
of a potential recreation area. 


Working with some of the unofficial 
leaders in the community, Patricia has 
been acting as secretary of the group and 
has been introducing alternative plans 
and solutions to the problem. 


The Barachoisis situation has not 
changed, but meetings have been held, 
people are talking about it and are inter- 
ested and plans of action have been 
drawn up. 

Change is now being faced in New 
Waterford. Citizen’s groups are being 
organized and programs to cope with the 
changes are being initiated. A community 
potential, long dormant, is being un- 
leashed. 
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CYC provisional council 


JEAN ARCHIBALD — Vancouver, social worker. 

PAUL-ANDRE BARIL — Joliette, Quebec, student. 

DAL BRODHEAD — Alert Bay, B.C., volunteer. 

MAURICE CLOUTIER — Montreal, volunteer. 

STAN DANIELS — Edmonton, President, Alberta Metis League. 

ROBERT DAVIS — Hillsburgh, Ontario, volunteer. 

LEO DORAIS — Montreal, Director of Permanent Education, University of 
Montreal. 

JOSEPH KANUKA — Regina, lawyer. 

WALTER KUBISKI — Winnipeg, student, University of’ Winnipeg, 

EDWARD LAVAL LEE — Edmonton, worker with Indian youth. 

BEVAN PATTERSON — Calgary, Dean of Women, University of Calgary. 

R.A.J. PHILLIPS — Quebec City, Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet, on govern- 
ment leave to attend Laval University. 

TIM REID — Toronto, M.P.P., Scarborough East, Professor of Economics at 
York University. 

REV. ROLAND SOUCIE — Moncton, Dean of the School of Psychology and 
Education, University of Moncton. 

ROGER TESSIER — (vice-chairman) Montreal, Professor of Social Psychology, 
University of Montreal. 

DOUGLAS WARD — (chairman) Toronto, CBC radio producer. 


CYC senior staff 


STEWAR F GOODINGS sit ete eo ccreye ern ene Acting Executive Director 
GUENIBROWNG::. ca ucectueyerettane clcteee tas ets enemies Financial Administrator 
JAMES: ELT CE TONG in a secre Program and Development Staff Officer 
TANSHAMIETON: 9 fase ea oe ie ona Acting Director of Information 
MANON VENNAT .......... Executive Assistant to the Executive Director 
SOCELY NE COTE vs, gee teelnvs ano, ti yepeset ene oe ae ere oe Council Secretary 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 


VANCOUVER HOUSING PROJECT 


The Vancouver Housing Project has volunteers working 
in several parts of the city, including areas slated for urban 
renewal, and three public housing sites. In public housing, the 
volunteers have assisted in the formation of community asso- 
ciations. These associations have been trying to deal with 
problems common to those who live in public housing such as 
isolation, lack of recreational facilities, and welfare. One asso- 
ciation wrote a brief on existing welfare legislation. The brief 
was accepted by Vancouver City Council and eventually may 
promote changes in the existing legislation. 


Staff: Peter Stein, Robert Lapointe 


Address: 2525 Ontario Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Volunteers: 6 


VANCOUVER YOUTH PROJECT 


Youth and education are the main concerns of this 
project. Two free schools, Knowplace and Barker Free School 
are currently being run in conjunction with the Company. 
The first is for the 14 to 19 year old age group, the second for 
children between 6 and 13 years of age. The experimental 
schools have attracted a great deal of attention in Vancouver. 
In both, students participate in running the schools, the result 
is a less rigid school system. There are more than 20 students 
in each school. CYC staff members are working at Barker and 
Knowplace. Recently, plans to begin a small art school were 
developed. 


Staff: Colin Thomson 


Address: 1840 West 1St Ave., 
Vancouver 9, B.C. 


Volunteers: 9 
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POST RELEASE CENTRE 


The post-release centre is for Indian men who have just 
been released from jail. The Centre tries to help these men 
adjust and move back into society with the least possible 
difficulty. 


Staff: David Berner 


Address: 2525 Ontario Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Volunteers: 1 


NORTHERN COASTAL PROJECT, B.C. 


The objectives of this project are to encourage the devel- 
opment of resources in respect to children, family life, pre- 
school and adult education and vocational guidance in the 
area. Among other things, our volunteer helped introduce a 
bail parole system for young offenders. 


Staff: Geoff Cue 
Address: Alert Bay, B.C. 


Volunteers: 1 


PRAIRIES 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


The Great Slave Lake project presently has volunteers 
in Fort Providence, Fort Rae and Yellowknife. The area does 
not suffer as much from economic depression as from a 
sudden large influx of whites. The whites, local people who 
speak in the local Indian languages (Dogrib, Stoney, Chipew- 
yan), and outsiders, as well, help make up diverse communi- 
ties. The CYC is helping to develop children and adult orga- 
nizations and is trying to bring the community together on 
major problems, such as treaty settlements, the Indian Act 
and problems related to white contracts. 


Staff: Marilyn Assheton-Smith 


Address: Box 1208 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


Volunteers: 4 
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PENTICTON PROJECT 


The Penticton Project is chiefly concerned with the 
integration of Indian and white society. The volunteer’s work 
also involves youth and the problems young people face in 
society today. 


Staff: Geoff Cue 
Address: 2525 Ontario Street, 


Volunteers: 1 


CALGARY PROJECT 


Housing and urban renewal are the main issues which 
the CYC is involved in with citizen groups in lower income 
areas of Calgary. In Victoria Park, a residents committee is 
now endeavouring to obtain an area improvement program 
and CYC is working with the committee. In other areas of the 
city, the CYC is helping residents obtain day care facilities 
and other area services. 


Staff: Mrs. Elaine Husband 


Address: 201, 12 Street, N.W., 
Calgary 41, Alberta 


Volunteers: 3 


LESSER SLAVE LAKE PROJECT 


The Lesser Slave Lake project encompasses communities 
such as Faust, Canyon Creek, East Prairie and Atikimeg that 
border the Lake. The area suffers from social and economic 
depression which is felt by whites, Metis and Indians. The 
CYC is working to link the people in these communities 
together for their common good. The communities have al- 
ready met members of the provincial cabinet and encouraged 
interest. But there is much work to be done. In addition to 
general community development and specific issues which 
involve volunteers, the project helped start and continues to 
publish a newspaper, The Lesser Slave Lake News. A com- 
munity league has been formed with the help to the CYC to 
develop the human resources of the area. 


Staff: Marilyn Assheton-Smith 
Address: Box 662, Edmonton, Alberta 


Volunteers: 6 


Calgary, Alberta 


NORTHWESTERN SASKATCHEWAN PROJECT 


Volunteers in the Northwestern Saskatchewan project 
are involved with Indian and Metis people working for change 
in rural communities in the area. The project deals with such 
issues as welfare, fishing regulations, unemployment, under- 
education and discrimination. 


Address: Box 146, 
Buffalo Narrows, Saskatchewan 


Volunteers: 2 
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ONTARIO 


TORONTO DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 


The long term objectives of the Toronto Development 
Project are to develop special skills in those individuals with 
whom the volunteers are working and to develop structures 
and organization in the community which lead to a greater 
community participation in our changing society. The volun- 
teers have chosen the Italian community as the starting point. 
Classes are held in advanced English and Canadian History and 
citizenship. There are classes in photography for young people. 
An Italian newsletter and a half hour radio show is also part 
of the project. There are plans for a co-operative factory and 
a nursery school. 


Staff: Leo Bertacchi 


Address: 81 Gormely St., 
Toronto, Ontario. 


Volunteers: 7 


TORONTO YOUTH PROJECT 


The alienation between youth and older people are the 
concerns of those involved in the Toronto Youth Project. 
Some volunteers are situated in the Yorkville area of the city. 
There they work with church and welfare groups in an at- 
tempt to help young people who have already left home. The 
majority of volunteers are working in the suburbs. By talking 
and listening to both adults and young people they are learn- 
ing something of the causes which promote the unrest and 
ferment, characteristic of today’s youth, and they are work- 
ing on solutions. 


Staff: Jim Kinzel 


Address: No. 5, 1000 Dovercourt, 
Toronto 4, Ont. 


Volunteers: 6 


NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRAVELLING COLLEGE 


The North American Indian Travelling College will be an 
alternative to the present educational system offered to Cana- 
da’s native people. It is a new concept in education. It will 
travel to the student body, provide a community program for 
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Indian reserves, and an information centre for non-Indian 
communities. This project is still being developed. 


Staff: Ernie Benedict (Consultant) 


Address: RR 3, 
Cornwall, Ontario 


Volunteers: 1 


EVERDALE PLACE SCHOOL 


Everdale is a free school attended by 25 full-time 
students between the ages of seven and 17. It also has 20 
students attending nursery school. Everdale is an experiment 
in education. The students and the teachers run every aspect 
of the school together, including the setting of the curriculum. 
CYC volunteers are working as staff members at the school. 


Address: RR 1 
Hillsburg, Ont. 


Volunteers: 8 


KINGSTON COMMUNITY PROJECT 


Volunteers working with the Kingston Community 
Project are involved in every aspect of change resulting from 
urban renewal programs. 


Staff: Jim Kinzel 


Address: 122 Charles St. Apt. 2, 
Kingston, Ont. 


Volunteers: 1 


OTTAWA PROJECT 


The Ottawa Project is concerned with youth and urban 
living. Recently the directions of the project have been chang- 
ing. It has organized coffee houses and worked with the 
Mayor’s Committee on Youth. 


Staff: Bob Holmes 


Address: 323 Chapel Street, 
Ottawa,2, Ontario. 


Volunteers: 2 


NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO PROJECT 


The preservation of Indian culture and history and the 
use of radio and newspaper to inform others to Indian view- 
points on social and economic issues are the main objectives 
of the project. Through communication the Indian people are 
brought into contact with each other despite the great dis- 
tances found in this part of the country. This system pools 
information on social and economic problems, better prepar- 
ing the Indians to discuss and deal with them. 


Staff: Ron Christiansen, Buddy Sault 


Address: Box 717 
Port Arthur, Ontario. 


Volunteers: 9 


QUEBEC 


“THIS MAGAZINE IS ABOUT SCHOOLS” PROJECT 


During the last year, This Magazine has become a widely 
read and respected educational journal. It has a circulation of 
more than 7,000 and subscribers in every part of North 
America. It deals with problems in education in a refreshing 
and daring way through it’s use of constructive.and controver- 
sial criticism. The Companv has provided volunteer resources 
for areas such as editing to help in the magazine's develop- 
ment. 


Address: 397 Huron Street, 
Toronto 5, Ontario. 


Volunteers: 1 


ST-HENRI PROJECT 


St-Henri is an area of dense poverty. A committee of 
workers was formed to organize other workers in the local 
factories although these factories are already unionized. CYC 
staff is attempting to get the committee to expand its base 
and work on multi-issue basis as well as develop positive rela- 
tionships with other important and relevant elements in the 
district. 


Staff: Michel Maletto 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 5 


POINTE ST-CHARLES PROJECT 


This project is located in an area of extreme poverty. 
The CYC team is trying to build a broad-based citizens’ organ- 
ization to work on the area’s problems. It has been favorably 
received by local citizens. 


Staff: Michel Maletto 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 3 


LAC-ST-JEAN-SAGUENEY PROJECT 


This is an Association cooperative d’economie familiale 
project grouping sixty-three local organizations. Four volun- 
teers are presently working directly in the field as well as 
training twenty other people who have been delegated by 
their respective local organizations for this purpose. 


Staff: Denis Leroux 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 4 


TROIS-RIVIERES PROJECT 


In this project a group of workers who were laid off by 
a local factory were brought together by CYC volunteers. 
After attempts to get pensions and jobs through local author- 
ities, the workers began to attack the local re-training pro- 
gram. Today they are gradually recruiting other workers to 
join in their fight for improved re-training, jobs or money. 


Staff: Pierre Renaud 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 3 
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MERCIER PROJECT 


Mercier is a working-class constituency of approxim- 
ately 75,000 people. Although not a poverty area, it is in the 
process of deterioration due to the expansion of its’ central 
core. The purpose of the project is to attempt to alert the 
area residents to the changing nature of their neighbourhood 
and to attempt to organize appropriate preventive action 
before it is too late. A thorough evaluation is currently 
underway, discussing the strengths and weaknesses of past 
citizen approaches to the problem. 


Staff: J.R. Laforest 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 5 


RIVE-SUD PROJECT 


This project involves the close collaboration of the 
Confederation of National Trade Unions and two volunteers 
of Action sociale étudiante who are working as a team with 
the CYC volunteers. The Rive-Sud area is a depressed sub- 
urban region with seasonal employment. Basically the pro- 
ject’s objective is to organize a significant grass-roots force 
that can exert pressure for change and participate in that 
change. 


Staff: Denis Leroux 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 2 


GRANBY — ST. HYACINTHE — VALLEYFIELD PROJECT 


These three projects are presently being activated, and 
being formed are local citizen committees to study and work 
on community problems. 


Staff: B. Fauteux, P. Renaud 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 3 
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PETITE-BOURGOGNE PROJECT 


The Petite-Bourgogne project is located in an area pro- 
posed for urban renewal by Montreal. The role of the volun- 
teers is to help the citizens in affected sections to organize, to 
protect their interests, and to participate in the whole process. 
of urban renewal. The project has also been gradually branch- 
ing out to encompass citizens interested in other community. 
problems. The project is considered very successful by social 
agencies in the area. 


Staff: Yves Brunet 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 6 


ST-JEROME PROJECT 


Volunteers in this project have slowly but effectively 
built a base among the workers in the area and have cultivated 
important allies. Although the major concern has been focus- 
sed on a re-training program; a member of other successful 
campaigns have been waged. The committee was instrumental 
in having the rent control law applied in the area, and has also 
set its sights on organizing a local factory. At the same time 
the concern of the committee has become very fundamental: 
it will now press for a full-employment policy on the part of 
government. The committee is now publishing its own news- 
paper which has a circulation in excess of 5,000. 


Staff: Hubert Beaudry 


Address: 980 rue St. Atttoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 2 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD PROJECT 


A project has been established in which a crew of CYC 
volunteers is being trained in the techniques of film-making 
by the National Film Board. The crew is made up entirely of 
young Indian people. The purpose is to present a picture of 
Indian history, culture, and contemporary problems from'an 
Indian, rather than a white, point of view. 


Address: National Film Board 
Box 6100 
Montreal, Que. 


Volunteers: 6 


Sydney, N.S. 


“Victaria Park 
Calgary, Alberta 
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ACEF-MONTREAL PROJECT 


A contract has been signed between the CYC and the 
Association co-operative d’economie familiale manager. A 
co-management committee has been formed giving the CYC 
volunteers an important voice in the operation of ACEF. 
ACEF now plans to decentralize throughout the city of 
Montreal; small groups of volunteers will attempt to bring 
local agencies and organizations closer together in various 
sections of the city to make it possible to get to potential 
clients more easily as well as to make an impact on the agen- 
cies and organizations themselves. ACEF has also set up 
“clinics” to help workers on strike take advantage of certain 
legal provisions which protect their assets and prevent bank- 
ruptcy. 


Staff: Denis Lerou> 


Address: 980 rue St. Ancoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 25 


SOREL PROJECT 


This project is an attempt to attack the problem of 
regional underdevelopment, chromic unemployment and 
underemployment by developing an effective citizens organ- 
ization. The volunteers have succeeded in gaining access to 
government sponsored re-training classes where they have been 
recruiting young unemployed workers. A committee has been 
formed and with the help of a sympathetic teacher, a critique 
of the re-training program has been prepared, sent to the 
government and published. A bulletin by the workers has been 
launched, meetings with other similar regions have been held, 
and efforts are being made to enlarge the base of the com- 
mittee. 


Staff: B. Fauteux 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 2 


JOLIETTE PROJECT 


Of the five volunteers on the Joliette Project, two are 
now working with a workers’ committee that was formed as 
a result of a strike situation in the area; two volunteers are 
attempting to organize young workers in a College d’enseigne- 
ment général et professionnel; the fifth volunteer is continuing 
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to work with Association coopérative d’économie familiale. 
Staff: Hubert Beaudry 


Address: 980 rue St. Antoine 
Chambre 450 
Montreal 3, Quebec 


Volunteers: 5 


New Waterford 
Cape Breton Island, N.S. 


MARITIMES 


HALIFAX PROJECT CAPE BRETON PROJECT 


The Halifax Project is primarily concerned with the The Cape Breton Project is one of the Company's new- 
problems of youth as they are related to urban renewal. Our est projects. It is described in detail on page 9. 
volunteer is also concerned with the general socio-economic 
problems of today. 


Address: 6124 Pepperell St., 
Halifax, N.S. 


Volunteers: 1 


F 


~' << New Waterford j 
“© “Cape Breton Island, NS. : 
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Each issue of the CYC Review will carry an article relevant to one of the 
problems facing Canadians today. The following article was written by M. Repo- 
Davis, a member of the Trefann Court Residents Association in Toronto. This 
Association was formed in August, 1966, to fight Toronto City Council’s urban 


renewal plans for this area. 


Mrs. Repo-Davis’ views do not necessary reflect those of the CYC. 


We have quite a few sacred cows in 
our society. One of the biggest and fat- 
test is that thing called urban renewal. 
It is almost holier than motherhood. 
You make yourself into an enemy of the 
people, or worse, an enemy of progress, 
if you so much as utter a word against 
it. Everybody is for urban renewal -- the 
politicians, the press and the rest of the 
media, the professional social welfare 
people, the civic minded housewives -- 
and all those who never themselves 
experienced what urban renewal is all 
about. 


After about ten months of intimate 
experience with the reality of urban 
renewal in Toronto, | declare myself 
to be an enemy of the people and of 
progress! It didn’t take me all these 
months to discover what brutal reality 
is hiding behind all the jargon, the 
slogans and the fancy terminology sur- 
rounding urban renewal. 
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Let’s forget about the slogans and 
talk about the reality behind them. 
What does urban renewal do and what 
ought it be doing? 


Whether we like it or not, we live in 
a class society consisting of low income 
people, middle income people and high 
income people. Our cities demonstrate 
this division as each group cultivates its 
own life style. 


The low income group, usually with 
larger families than either of the other 
groups, has little choice but to settle 
in the older parts of the city, often 
close to factories, railroad tracks and 
busy business streets. They live in the 
inner city. 


You would think that we would do 
our utmost to cultivate lively and healthy 
inner cities; that we would keep the 
inner city residential areas as attractive 
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places as possible for their natural popu- 
lations, the low income people. 


We do the opposite. We systematical- 
ly discriminate against the lower income 
groups in our cities by making it im- 
possible for them to live anywhere in a 
city with any amount of security. We 
areas in 
Toronto. We systematically destroy a 
meaningful, coherent life style, and 


have twenty urban renewal 


force low income people to adopt alien 
lifestyles-living in highrise apartments in 
the city, or moving to the suburbs, or 
living in the artificial creations called 
housing projects. 


Middle-Class Judgement 


The destruction of low income area 
and “‘slum’’. These two words, the most 
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frequent in the urban renewal “‘expert’s”’ 
vocabulary, are totally subjective. The 
truth is that one man’s blight is another 
man’s home. Whereas the middle-class 
city planner will call an area ‘‘blighted’’ 
and a middle-class reporter will call it a 
“slum’’, the residents themselves will say 
there is nothing wrong with the area 
that a little money can’t repair. Once 
you have established enough signs of 
‘blight’, then you can start calling an 
area a slum which amounts to a death 
sentence and can lead only to ‘slum 
clearance”’. 


This then is the process. The planners 
begin by suggesting that blight exists. 
The press follows by labelling the area 
a slum, and they do this with a heart- 
rendering dedication by taking pictures 
of back lanes, broken down fences and 
garbage piled high the day before collec- 
tion. (They never suggest that the garba- 
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ge should be collected more often — a 
much cheaper solution than tearing down 
the whole area). The politicians then 
decide the poor shall be ‘“‘helped” and 
they start their campaigns of destruction. 


After observing the Toronto city 
council in action for about a year now, 
| have not heard one council member 
(except perhaps Controller Mrs. June 
Marks) ever question the premises and 
basic assumptions, of urban renewal 
programs. The only thing you hear and 
and over again is “we gotta have it” 
and “the concept of urban renewal is 
sacred” (Controller Horace Brown). 


While the planners have applied their 
biased principles to a low income area; 
the press has uncritically accepted the 
conclusions of the planners; and the 
politicians have done their bit for “oro- 
gress’. But what has happened to the 
area and its residents? 
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The area has been hardly aware of 
the approaching enemy. The inspectors 
have not been around for years and 
have kept away from the absentee- 
owned properties that as a rule make 
up the body of the most run-down 
houses. 


Self-Fulfilling Prophecy 


oF iad 


When the talk about “blight”, “slums” 
and ‘‘priority’’ gets louder, some resi- 
dents get panicky and sell. Some refuse 
to consider themselves ‘‘slumdwellers’’, 
and continue living as before, fixing up 
here and there when necessary. Various 
city departments, however, act as if 
urban renewal will happen the next day 
and they actually advise people against 
doing major repairs. (People in Trefann 
Court told me that eight years ago they 
were advised not to do anything as the 
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area was going to be expropriated “any 
time now” and they wouldn't get their 
money back.) Soon banks and insurance 
companies start taking these ‘‘tentative’’ 
plans seriously. The area is considered a 
bad risk area. This is the time when the 
area “freezes” and residents find it 
increasingly hard to sell their homes as 
nobody except speculators will buy in 
the area. At some point, the absentee 
owners give up what a little responsibili- 
ty they had in making repairs. This 
leads to rapid tenant turnover and re- 
sults in an increasingly unstable, tran- 
sient, problem-ridden population. 


This further demoralizes the area re- 
sidents, who eventually cannot sell their 
properties at all. It is surprising, despite 
this prolonged, systematic attempt to 
turn the area into a slum that some 
homeowners continue to maintain their 
properties in as good a condition as 
possible. | can testify from my own 
experience that in Trefann Court there 
are a total of 80 homeowners who have 
kept their properties in relatively good 
shape. Thus, if according to the Toronto 
city survey, 53 properties in the area are 
beyond repair only 12 are owner-occu- 
pied. Even this is a high estimate because 
of those 12 | know, four are in good 
or excellent condition inside, although 
their outside appearance does not reveal 
this. 


Finally, after seven or eight years of 
“tentative plans’’ and down-grading of 
the area, the planners produce a plan, 
which is applauded by the press and the 
politicians. These people have already 
forgotten that they played an active 
role in the creation of the slum in the 
first place. 


The only people that have been con- 
sulted, albeit in a perfunctory way, are 
the outside “caretakers” — the social 
agencies, the churches, the school prin- 
cipals. This consultation, with non-resi- 
dents then passes for “‘citizen partici- 
pation”. 


The planners and the politicians move 
from faulty premises and incorrect as- 
sumptions about cities and their inha- 


bitants, to undemocratic decision-ma- 
king. After this phase begins the ex- 
Ppropriation of properties. It is not an 
accident, that the procedure by which 
these properties are taken over creates 
intense hardship in the lives of the 
people who are uprooted against their 
will, and who in the process have seen 
their community destroyed. To me this 
is a continuation of a thinly disguised 
hostility towards low income people 
which permeates the whole urban re- 
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newal philosophy. 

According to the testimony of the 
residents of Don Mount, an area in 
Toronto similar to Trefann Court, a 
community worker and a reporter, a 
number of good homes were destroyed 
and the average price paid for the 
properties was between $8500 - $9500 - 
a price based on a depressed marked 
value. Comparable homes in a neigh- 
bouring area not under an urban renewal 
scheme sold for over $15,000. 


Uniacke Square 
Natifax, N.S. 
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An Expensive Venture for all 


What kind of a house does one buy 
for $8500 - $9500 on today’s market? 
You can’t buy a thing unless you are 
willing to invest in major repairs. A 
significant fact about urban renewal area 
is that younger families usually move 
away earlier, and those remaining in the 
area tend to be older. Both in Trefann 
Court and Don Mount the average age 
of the homeowner is between 55 and 
60. What kind of major repairs can 
these people undertake? What kind of 
loans can they obtain to pay up to an 
additional $6000 for a home equal to 
the one they had in the first place. 
They cannot afford loans, but are forced 
to take one anyway if they want to 
cuntinue as homeowners. A survey of 
the homeowners on one street in Don 
Mount showed that every homeowner 
went into debt; and often for homes 
that were interior to those they pre- 
viously owned. 


A home is traditionally an investment 
in security and for older low income 
people it is more often than not their 
only investment. When we allow a home 
to be expropriated without adequate 
compensation, we are forcibly taking 
away a person’s life-time savings. How 
long are we going to permit this kind 
of theft? How many more people are 
going to be stepped on? 

How many more personal tragedies 
do we have to witness? Talking about 
“progress” and “the public good” will 
not cover the fact that we are dealing 
with a tremendous injustice. Where do 
the people from these expropriated 
areas go? In an urban renewal area 
tenants can rent a house for as low as 
$50 or $60. 

These tenants are now offered the 
alternative of moving into public hou- 
sing and eventually back to their own 
area. Homeowners also have the option 
of becoming tenants in public housing 
units, but roomers in homes in the area 
are usually excluded on economic 
grounds. In Don Mount, only 69 families 
out of 280 went into public housing. 
There are, | suggest, several reasons for 
this: 
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1) Some people are not eligible for 
public housing because of their house- 
keeping standards. 


2) Some will not move into public 
housing units because a relative, an 
elderly grandmother, for example, 
who is a part of the family, is not 
allowed to move in with them. 


3) Many families cannot afford to 
pay 25% — 33% of their income in 
rent. 


4) Among those people who do not 
want to move into public housing 
units are those who resent the fact 
that if they work overtime or get a 
salary increase, or the wife works part 
time, they have to pay a part of their 
additional income in rent. 


5) Some people reject public housing 
because of the stigma attached to it; 
and because they are often treated by 
the public at large as second class 
citizens. 


6) Finally, some people reject public 
housing because most of it is located 
in the suburbs, far removed from 
friends and relatives and familiar 
places. 


After the “slum clearance”, the home- 
owners emerge as losers and tenants 
gain very little or nothing at all. But 
what about the small businessmen in the 
downtuwn area? What happens to the 
barbershop, the corner store, the second 
hand clothes stores, the small restau- 
rants, the small workshop, the laund- 
romat? The fact is that most of these 
businesses cannot locate elsewhere, and 
their owners have to start all over again. 
They receive compensation for the prop- 
erty or for the remaining lease, and 
moving costs are paid, but they are 
given peanuts for loss of business. Al- 
though we have no statistics in Toronto 
on this question, other cities, after urban 
renewal programs, have reported a high 
mortality rate for small businesses. No 
small businesses in Toronto have been 
able to return to the original area, but 
the chain stores inevitably move in. 
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No matter how we look at the urban 
renewal process, it appears to be a 
costly and violently destructive mistake, 
imposed on our cities and our low 
income people by a callous body of 
politicians. | fail to see how it has 
benefited any of those people that it 
affects; how it makes our cities more 
pleasant places to live in or how it 
solves our housing problem. 


To quote an eminent town planner 
Hans, Elumenfeld who is highly critical 
of current city planning and urban 
renewal practices: 


“It's strange how people ever thought 
that slum clearance helps the people 
there. If you see a fellow on the street 
with torn pants and you want to help, 
you either buy him a new pair of pants 
or patch up the torn ones. You don’t 
tear them down.” 


a —, Notes 


Curious about what Central Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation, the main sour- 
ce of government funds for urban re- 
newal, might say about Mrs. Repo- 
Davis’ article the CYC spent an after- 
non with two CMHC officials. They 
said the urban renewal process used to 
be “‘brutal’’ with much less social exam- 
ination than there is today. Total destruc- 
tion of areas was normal five years ago, 
but today, according to the CMHC 
officials, if parts of an area can be 
improved this is done. Destruction is 
the last resort. 


They candidly admitted that the 
news media and politicians at all levels 
of government are not really aware of 
what urban renewal is, but added that 
urban renewal is still a relatively new 
process and that it will take time before 
even professionals have thoroughly in- 
vestigated all its ins and outs. 


Since this article was written tne 
federal government has also initiated a 
task force on housing and urban devel- 
opment; but the question has been 
raised whether the force is a farce or a 
boon? When in Toronto, recehtly, the 
force refused to hear representations 
from Trefann Court, as well as other 
groups. Cameron Smith of The Toronto 
exclusion of Trefann was difficult to 
understand since Trefann Court has 
been the main battleground for the 
fight between citizens and Toronto ad- 
ministration over urban renewal. The 
fight goes on. 


ontréal, Québec 


ms 
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